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ARGUMENT. 


Alus SCRIBONIUs CUR1o was a Roman Senator 
| of great Spirit, Eloquence and Popularity. By 


Extract a Plebeian ; but ennobled by the Offices 
his Family had ſuſtain d. His Education had 


form'd him to the moſt active Zeal for the legal 


Conflitution of his Gountr Y, which he afterwards 


publicly exerted with great Applauſe under the 
Direction of CicERo, againſt the Inſoleuce and 
ur pations of the firſt Triumvirate. This Cha- 
rafter he maintaind even after the pernicious 
Deſigns of JuL1vus CasaR began to appear. 
But at laſt, unhappily for himſelf and his Coun- || 
ery, the Difficulties into which his ungovernable 
_ Paſſions had plung'd him, gave that artful Man 
a4 Opportunity of ſeducing him to betray the 


Cauſe of Liberty at its very Crifis. So that he 
is juſtly charg'd by the Roman Hiſtorians, as 


—— the chief Incendiary pf CÆSAR's Ambition, and 1" 


Author "E all the put” Ruin that e 
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Hxrice has the Spring beheld thy faded Fa ame, 
And the fourth Winter riſes on thy 

Since I exulting graſp'd the votive Sh 
+ . In Sounds of Triumph all thy Praiſe to tell; uni buf 
 __ Bleſt cod my Steil ro- Ages make ther ſhirt Wer 


=" al proud to mix my Memory with thine. | 
| 2 now __ a that wak'd. my 


that dane Tol. no | 
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Had aw'd Ambition? 8 wild A Fr Hate, 7 


And dragg'd at length Corruption to her Fate; 3 

If every Tongue its large Applauſes ow'd, 

And well-earn'd Laurels every Muſe beſtow d. © 
If public Juſtice urg'd the high Reward, WV 15 
And Freedom ſmil'd on the devoted Bard; ; 
Say then, to him whoſe Levity « _ Luſt . 
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Lasid all a People 8 gen ous Hopes. i in Duſt; 
Who taught Ambition firmer Heights of Pow” wt 7 
: And ſav'd Corruption at her hopeleſs Hour; „ as 
not each Tongue i its Execrations owe? Fi 
Shall not each Muſe a Wreath of- Shame ſhow: 
And public Juſtice fanctify th' Award? 


* 2 
7 o 4 
* 
< 
* 4 
9 * 
* < a *. SF, A 
: "x + a 
Sy 2 
— * — 


And Freedom's ee ings ti 155 
Vet * reluQane I Gabor TER Name,” - i 
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But ſince thy Guilt ſtill more inte appears, © 1 


Sincs no Art hides, no Suppoſition clears; _ 
ks her Blaſt, 


Since vengeful Slander now too fix 


And · the firſt Rage of Party- hate Wigaſt;' 


oo Calm as the Judge of Truth, at N. 


To weigh thy. Merits and pronounce thy Doom: 1 


So may my ruſt from all Reproach be free, 8 3 5 
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| There are > who ſay they view od without Ai od 

> of all thy former Praiſe; | ? 80 ; io 
That thro the Pageants of a Patriot's 8 Nat me, 1. 

They pierc'd the Foulneſs of thy ſecret Ai im * 55 WM 

deem'd thy Arm exalted but to throw | wt] 
The public Thunder on'a ptivate 6 1 

— But 15 Wheſe Soul conſented to thy Git TL 
Who felt thy" Genius ſtamp 1 its own ARG * hes 0 
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I ſeorn'd the. ungen rous Gloſs of ſlavif Minde, 
The Owley'd Race, whom Vi irtue's Luſtre 1 
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Spite of che Learneg in the Ways of VER. ct : 


And all who pro * 


1 fil m thy End vas juſt and FEE: ale. 


And yet, ev 'n yet believe it . ſpiteio it 

Evn tho? ' thy Mouth. impure has. dar'ghſe a 
Urg'd by. the wretched Impotence 6 

Whatever filial Eares thy Zeal had we 
'To Laws: infirm. and: Liberty decay d; 
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Has begg d Ambition t. to forgive. the ws; 


Has told.Corruption thou wert ne'er ber fee dez; 1 1 of 
Hes boaſte in thy Country 8. awful Et, D pig YD a is 
Her gross Delyſign, when ſhe held thee . oh" Mo ; 
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How tame bee follow thy Seren Pale 16 of 8 


The Oathd you perjur” d and the Blood you ſpilt; WE | 
With ſtudied Arts: his Country s Praiſe to pon, 2407 


And plead, his Crimes where all his VI irtue knew. 051 


T0 al dar Reaſon, all that Senſe would Bear- 


. In ſueh unthankful Baſeneſs to be loſt! 2 l 
af El could ſt thou wed the Emptineſs of Vice 
: And ved ab Glories at an e Price it 80 


paint all the nobleſt Trophies of your Guilt, 65 | 


Yet muſt you one untempted Vileneſs own, . 
One dreadful Palm referv'd' for him alone; 


To beg the Infamy he did not earn, | . 8 
To challenge Hate when Honour was his Due, | 
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Do Robes of £ Biden ab be Heart incloſe F 
8 Dm each fair F. e human i nous? 


Elſe co dſt thou e er deſert thy facred Poſt, 
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When the 12 ban for r and 1 

In doubtful-Times had fought their Country” 8 Cauſe? 
When d of Conqueſt and | Dominion ſure, 
They ſought alone to hold their Fruits ſecure; 
When taught by theſe, Oppreſſion hid the Face 7 s 5 
To leave Corruption ſtronger in her * þ AE 
| By. filent Spells to work the public Fate 
And taint the Vitals of the paſſive State, 
Till healing Wiſdom ſhould avail no more, 
And Freedom loathe to tread the poiſon'd: Shore; 3 = 
Then, like ſome guardian God that flies wins 0] 


The weary! Pilgrim from an inſtant Grave, : © 5 


N N 


Whom ſleeping and ſecure, the guileful Aale WB. 
Swcats near and nearer. thro the peac ful Brake; 3 x. 1 . 
Then. Cu lo roſe to ward the public V e, 

To wake the Heedlebs and: incite che Stoa on 
Againſt Corruption Liberty to . 1 7 
wag quell th? Enchantreſs ya mightier Charm. 
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Swift o'er the Land the fair Contagion flew, 
And with thy Country's s Hopes thy Honours roy: I o 
Thee, Patriot, the Patrician Roof confeſs'd; i 
Thy pow'rful Voice the reſcued Merchant bleſs d; 1 
Of thee with Awe the rural Hearth reſounds ; bs oY 

a The Bowl to thee the orateful Sailor crowns ; 
Touch'd in the ſighing Shade with manlier ws 10 es 
To trace thy Steps the love ſick Vouth _ 
Ihe learn'd Recluſe, who oft amaz d had read * 

Of Grecian Heroes, Roman Patriots dead, 
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5 Þ Wich new Amazement' hears a living Name ee Nl | 

end to ſhare in ſuch forgotten Fame; ; 15 Pot 1 10 

And he who, ſeorning Courts and Courtly W: es: 

5 Left the tame Tra Kk of theſe — We 1250 VV TE 
i The Life of nobler Ages to rend ou 

| i In Virtues ſacred: from a Monarch's: View, . er Eh 

| *—Rowz'd oy: thy L bours frgꝶ the'bleſt Retreat,” an 


* ſocial Eaſe and: * Pallions meet, 1 2 ri 
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| Of Laws for which our Fathers bled in Vain ; LT 


Abaſh'd and keener from his long Repoſe; Bg = 4 
| ; Sublime in ancient Pride, he rais'd theSpedr: - 841 | 


From Street to Street the glorious Horror. ran; an 

"= Each crouded Haunt was ſtirr d beneath dis P. 1 125 . FA f 

. And murmuring halleng'd the deciding | Hout. Ml 
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Again aſcending treads the civil Scene, 


To af and be. Man, as thou had'ſt bee. 
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Thus by Degrees thy Cauſe ſuperior grew; 
And the great End appear'd at laſt in vie,: 120 
We heard: the People in thy Hopes repoice- 3, __ ©, © | 
We ſaw. the Senate bending to, thy Voice; Tom 
The F riends of. Freedom hail'd th' nn Reign 


While venal Faction, ſtruck with new. bh ay. 


Shrunk at their Froun, and ſelf- abandon d lay. 
| Wak'd ii in fie Shocks, the-PUBL1e GENIUS . 
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Which- Slaves and Tyrants long were wont to fear: 1 30. — 1 
The City felt his Call: From Man to Man, | 
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Ihe Sword ſubmitted and the Laws her own: s 
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Lo! 'the deciding Hour at laſt appears; 135 


The Hour of every Freeman's Hopes and Fears! 
Thou, Genius! Guardian of. the Roman Name, 

O ever prompt tyrannic Rage to tame 

Inſtrudt the mighty Moments as they roll, 
And guide each Movement ſteady to the Goal. 140 


Ve Spirits, by whoſe providential Art 11 
Sucteeding Motives turn the changeful 9 L 


| Keep, keep the beſt in View to Cur 1008 _ | 
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And watch his F ancy and his Paſſions bind! = 
Ye Shades immortal, who, 'by: Freedom led, 
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. Aud view the Crown of FE your 1 nigh. . 


dom mounting her eternal Throne 


See! public Po chaſtiz'd- Beneath” her Rand," 
Gi Eyes intdnt aud uncorrepted Hands 1 > 1 
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| Or in the n or on the caffe bled, 5 6 5 * 
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See private Life by wiſeſt Arts reclaim'd ! 
* See ardent Youth to nobleſt Manners fram'd! 
See us acquire whateer was ſought by You, O11 2 ry 
It CuR1o, only CuRlo, will, be true 


18462 0! 3 9907 Ng 0 1105 q_ 120 „ OP} 
Twas then-—O 3 Q Truſt, how ill repaid!!! | HE 
© Latium oft by faithleſs Sons betray d 
Twas then — What Frenzy on thy Reaſon ftole'?” * 
What Spells unſinew'd thy determinꝰd Soub? 160 
s chis che Man in Freedom'g Cauſe 2 5 
The Man ſo great, ſo honour'd, fo. belov'd'?! wt 
: 71 his patient Slave by Tinſel Chains allur'd? ; 
Y This wretched - Suitor for a Boon, a HM 
This Curio, hated and. deſpis d by all. 01! . 


2 Who ft himſelf; to work * 1 Uh Faller ar,, 
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1 0 my alike to Aion: TY Rs 8 N | 
| Upon, unpitied 3 in the rſt: of Woes " 15 | _ c f 
2 With all that e apdimbled, dude „ 
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With all that Habit of familiar Fame, = | 
Doom'd to exhauſt the Dregs of Life in Shame ! 


The ſole fad Refuge of thy baffled Art, 
To act a Stateſman 's dull, exploded Parts 


Renounce the Praiſe no longer i in thy Pow'r, 1 75 

— Diſplay thy Virtue tho without a Dow'r, 
Contemn the giddy Crowd, the vulgar Wind, 
And ſhut thy Eyes that others may be blind. oy 


Forgive me, Romans, that I bear to ſmile - 
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When ſhameleſs Mouths your Majeſty defile, you 
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Paint you a thoughtleſs, frantic; Wan Crew, Ax 7 


And caſt their own Impieties on 7b... w_ 

| | For witneſs, F reedom, - to-whoſe ſacred PW r 
My Soul was vow'd from Reaſon's: earlieſt * 

— ws How baue 1 ſtood: exulting to ſurvexy 16g 
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Hos * of every foreign Shore pi 
| The n more I march? them, honourd. har the more! 
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Virtues opening in thy Ray! NL 
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O Race ere&t! whoſe native Strength of Soul, 

Which Kings, nor Prieſts, nor ſordid Laws 3 1 * 
Burſts the tame Round of animal Affairs, 

And ſeeks a nohler Center for ; its Cares; 

| Intent the Laws of Life to comprehend, + 

And fix Dominion's Limits by its End. 
Who bold and equal in their Love or Hate, 195 


By conſcious Reaſon judging every State, 47 32 ; PRE. 
The Mar forget not, tho' in Rags he lies, N= 
And know the Aorta, thro a Crown's Diſguiſe: 
. b Thenoe prompt alike with witty Scorn to vie : 
F aſtidious Grandeur lift his ſolemn n 't eee 
Or all awake at Pitys ſoft Command, 205 
Bend the mild Ear and ſtretch the gracious WY 
Tunes large of Heart, from Envy far remov wel 
When Thad wag Toils to ee ſtand 1 
N. more «indulgent the ee Sire; : 9 975 l 
5 JS et „ F FTF v 


N : F j 3 4g * 
» * * 
0 * EIS 
1 0% x w : k 
* 


EC - * i Bs 2 * 2 2 7 (ae © — 4 0 ba * ? i £ a 
= * it: Nerd . 7 " 3s. 3 . 3 X * ; : 4 1 
- . > ” 1 5 > 5 4. N Ip, = ? + #7" p e 7 
. 8 oo eee papa Ie. 1 FFF J ² A Sts od ere Eng Lo YE © APY No 5 
4 * 


_ — . — 
— - — >; an a * 

=; — — 2. FEY * 83 

iy 


* 6 
Vet high and jealous of their freeborn Name, 
Fierce as the Flight of Jure's deſtroying Flame, 


Where'er Oppreſſion works her wanton Sway, 
Proud to confront and dreadful to repay. ' . 476 
But if to purchaſe CuRt1o's ſage Applauſe, f 
- My Country muſt with him renounce her Cauſe, 
Quit with a Slave the Path a Patriot trod, 5 
Bow the meek Knee and kiſs the regal Rod; 
Then ſtill, ye Powers, inſtruct his Tongue to 1 21 5 
Nor let his Zeal, nor let his Subject fail: | 
Elſe ere he change the Style, bear me r 
a 1 where the Gracchi, where the Bruti ſtay . N 


7 O long rever'd and late refign'd to Shame ! . 
1 | If this Rainy "RO nd Notice claim 3 1 f 


I}. Am. 218.] The two Brother, T3berius, and Caius Gracchy: loſt thei Lives 


J Tl "good Order to the Roman Republic. 
: 8 750 Bender. founded the n and died in its Defence, 3 
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ting to introduce the only Regulation that could. give Stability and 


Cou ch d in 135 Boſ ſon's deep, ditraed is, 
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When the loud. Care of Bus eſs are withdrawn, 27 


Nor well-dreſt Beggars round thy F ootſteps- fawn; 


In that fill, thoughtful, ſolitary Hour, 
When Truth exerts her ünreſiſted Pow'r, 


Breaks the falſe Optics ting'd with Fortune 8 cure 248 
Unlacks the Breaſt and lays the Paſſions bare; 

Ihen turn thy Eyes on that important e 0 
And alle tliyſelf—if all be well within. 05 5 1 

gf Where: is the Heart-felt Worth and Weight « Soul 
Which Labour cou'd not ſtop, nor Fear controul? 4 50 | 5 2 
Where the known Dignity, the Stamp of AWwCe, 
Which, half abaſh'd, the Proud and Venal ſaw? 55 

f Where the calm Triumphs of an honeſt Cauſe ? 
ff Where the delightful Taſte off juſt Appl ule?) 
0 2 WI here the ſtrong Reaſon, the commandingToogue;: 2 35 2 


On which the Senate fir d or trembling de 
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All vaniſh'd, all are folds And'in heir Re of, 
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See the ale: Form of. barb'rous Grandeur dwell, 


Like ſome. grim Idol in a Sorc'rer's Cell! 240 


To her in Chains thy Dignity was led; 


At her polluted Shrine thy Honour bled; 


With blaſted Weeds thy awful Brow. ſhe crown'd, 


Thy pow ful Tongue with poiſon'd Philters bound, 
That baffled Reaſon ſtraight indignant flew, 245 
And fair Perſuaſion from her Seat withdrew: 

we Nor now. no longer Truth ſupports thy Cauſe; _ 
No longer Glory prompts thee to Applauſe $5 8 
No longer Virtue breathing in thy Breaſt, 
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With all her conſcious Majeſty confeſt, 2A 2898 
Still bright and brighter wakes th? almighty Flame 


Tos rouze the Feeble and the Wilful tame, 


ae And where ſhe ſees the catching Glimpſes roll, 

i Shi! the ſtrong Blaze and all involves the Soul 
BI | 0 - Reſtraints thy conſcious F ancy chill, 55, 
1% * And formal. Paſſions mot thy, roggling wit; 


3 3 22 


=. 83 1 

WY, a7. 8 

bs . RE 

8 — 

| 1. 1 

2 * * . 4 *. 
by & £ 8 * * 833 2 
BD * 


as — — . ̃ ˙ üüä p  — 7—7—.———⏑1⏑ß, —— —V— re 


— 
a IO —— a _—_ 


2 * Pf 


— 4 
— 


( 22 ) 
Or if thy . cer forget his Quins! 
And reach impatient at a nobler Stram, 
Soon the ſad Bodings of contemptuous Mirth =» 
Shoot thro thy Breaſt and ſtab the generous Birth, 260 
Till blind with Smart, from Truth to n toſt, 
And all the Tenour of thy Reaſon loſt, Ny 
Perhaps thy Anguiſh drains a real Tear; 
_ While ſome with Pity, ſome with Laughter bear . 
n Art, alas! or Genius guide the Head, 208 
oY, here Truth and Freedom from the Heart are f fle. me | 
Can lefler Wheels repeat their native Sis 
| When the prime Function of the Soul i 18 broke 2 £72 . A 
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5 But come, TOE We Man! thy Fates impends- „ 
5 Come, quit thy Friends, if yet thou haſt a Friend: 279 | 5 1 
Turn from the poor Rewards of Guilt like thine, y 
— Renounce Sy Titles and 12 2565 8 
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See the tas Fane of Inramy ariſe!! 275 
Dark as the Grave, and ſpacious as the Skies; 5 
Where from the firſt of Time, thy kindred Train, 
The Chiefs and Princes of th? 'Unjuſt remain. 
Eternal Barriers guard the pathleſs Sb. 
i T6 warn the Wand'rer of the curſt Abode; 280 
F But prone as Whirlwinds ſcour the paſſive Sky, 
The Heights ſurmounted, down the Steep they 1. 
7 There black with Frowns, relentleſs TiME awaits, 
| And goads their Footſteps to the guilty Gates; N 


wif And ſtill he aſks them of their unknown Aims, oY 
Is "iy | Evolves their Secrets and their Guile proclaims ; „ 
ih: And ſtill his Hands deſpoil them on the Road 


5 | 5 | Break their proud Marbles, cruſh their feſtal Cars, 
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3 45 erer to their dark Abode | e drives his Prey, 


1 And rend the lieleſ Tr his of their Wars, 290 2 
Ar laſt the G Gates his potent Voice obey; . ap | 


Me Of each vain Wreath by lying Bards ent": ke by | 


Where ever arm'd with adamantine Chains, SHR ee 
The watchful Dæmon o'er her Vaſſals reigns, IH [1 
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Ober mighty Names and Giant-Pow'rs of Luſt, 29 8 
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The Great, the Sage, the Happy and Auguſt. 1 
No Gleam of Hope their baleful Manſion chears, = Þ 
No Sound of Honour hails their unbleſt Ears; WY GE «| | 
But dire Reproaches from the Friend Ps dy ici 367] | 
The childleſs Sire and violated Maid; 5 
But vengeful. Vows: for guardian Laws effac'd," | "ft 
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| 4 Towns inſlav'd and Continents laid waſtes FA | 5 
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But. long Poſterity s united Gran: Kit n le 
And the ſad'C arge o of Horrors not their own, 3 10741 . 
For ever thro the trembling Space reſound, 3⁰ . I 2 
And ſink each appious Forchead to the Conde 2 N icy g 5 ; 
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Ve daring Spirits of the Roman Race, = __ 
See Curio 's Toll your proudeſt Claims efface! 310 _ 
-A at the Name, fierce Appius riſing bends, 

And hardy Cinna from his Throne attends : 
He comes, * they cry, © to whom the Fates alk d 
c With ſurer Arts to work what we deſign d, 
4 From Vear to Vear the ſtubborn Herd to ſway, 375 
00 Mouth all their Wrongs, and all their Rage obey; 
0 Till own'd their Guide and truſted with their Pow” wr, 1 
= He mock'd their Hopes 1 in one . deciſive Hour; 

Then tir'd and yielding, led them to the Chain, - 4 
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5 yo quench'd d the Spit we | es * vain,” b 350 4 


_ "B it thou, Seen 170 4 eternal Hands | 

Fair Liberty s heroic Empire ſtands; 1 
Wboſe Thunders the rebellious Deep controul, = 
: = 0 95 = And quell the Triumphs of the Traitor' 8 Soul, 9 


e 311. 115 Aopius Claudius the — and L. ue . Cimia teh 


attempted to eſtabliſh a tyrannical Dominion in Rome, and ne * 
* — en. he | 5 
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0 turn \ this dreadful Omen * „ he HL 325 
On Freedom's Foes their own Attempts repay; EY 

Relume her ſacred Fire ſo near ſuppreſt, | 

And fix her Shrine in every Roman Breaſt. 


Tho' bold Corruption boaſt around the Land, 
“Let Virtue, if ſhe can, my Baits withſtand!” 330 


Tho' bolder now ſhe urge th* accurſed Claim, 

Gay with her Trophies rais'd on CUR 1 0's Shame; 

Vet ſome there are who ſcorn her impious Mirth, : 
Who know what Conſcience and a Heart are worth. 


------ Friend and Father of the Human Mind, 3 
Whoſe Art for nobleſt nds: our Frame SE 

If I, tho? fated to the ſtudious Shade | 5 
Which Party- ſtrife nor anxious Pow'! r invad 3 481 


If I Frag in 3 Virtue $ Cauſe, . 
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Perhaps the Verſe might rouze her ſmother d Flame, 

And ſnatch the fainting Patriot back to Fame; 

| Perhaps by worthy Thoughts of human Kind, 345 
To worthy Deeds exalt the conſcious Mind ; | 
Or daſh Corruption in her proud Career, 


And teach her Slaves that ir was born to fear. 
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